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CS280 Final Exam 
April 19, 2016, 14:00 – 17:00, ED193 

D. Hepting 
 
This is a closed book exam. You must maintain the confidentiality of your examination; do not 
provide any opportunity for others to copy any of your work. Electronic devices are NOT 
permitted during the exam. Please turn off and put away all cell phones and other electronic 
devices during the exam period. 
 
Choose 8 of the 12 questions to answer. All answers must be written on this exam in the space 
provided. If you answer more than 8 questions, please clearly indicate which ones should be 
marked – because I will not mark more than 8. You have 180 minutes to complete the exam.  
Please plan your answers, favour quality over quantity, and do your best to write legibly. There 
are 50 total marks available on the exam. 
 
This exam contributes 30 percent towards your final grade.  Recall that you must pass the final 
exam to pass the course. 
 
 
Name (printed): ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Signature: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Student Number: ___ ___ ___ --- ___ ___ ___ --- ___ ___ ___ 
 
 
Questions To Be Marked (choose 8 of 12).  Each question is worth 6 marks; 8 x 6 = 48 marks. 
  

Number  Yes, Please Mark 
1  
2  
3  
4  
5  
6  
7  
8  
9  
10  
11  
12  

 

BONUS  (1 mark each): 

1. Put your initials on EACH page of the exam.  

2. Define restropection (please write your answer here). 
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SPACE FOR ROUGH WORK 
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Q1. We have talked about fish not understanding or questioning the concept of water because 
they are immersed in it.  From the perspective of computers and society, what is something that 
you see going unquestioned now that could benefit from questioning? 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q1. 
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Q2. From the perspective of future computer professionals, is there an obligation to care what 
happens to people through the use of the software you create?  Please explain how you would 
approach ethical decisions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CS 280 201610 FINAL Student Initials: ________ Page 6 of 26 

OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q2. 
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Q3. What is the fallacy of misplaced concreteness? What are the risks associated with it, 
especially for computer professionals? 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q3. 
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Q4. What is intellectual property? The codes of professional ethics require respect for intellectual 
property.  Do you see any opportunities to improve the current system of intellectual property 
protection? What approach would you take to protect your own intellectual property? 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q4. 
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Q5. We have talked about whether even (all or most) programming jobs will be around in the 
future.  Do you agree? Is there a way to advocate and act in favour of an alternate future? Or, do 
you suggest that we prepare for less work – and adjust accordingly? 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q5. 
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Q6. Do we face completely new problems in this information age, or are they simply new 
versions of old problems?  Please explain. 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q6. 
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Q7. Is public interest related to human dignity? Please explain. 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q7. 
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Q8. How does CC0 fit into the landscape of intellectual property options?  Please explain. 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q8. 
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Q9.	 Weizenbaum, an early AI researcher who created the programs ELIZA/DOCTOR, was 
shocked by the public response to his work.  His secretary, for example, asked to be left alone 
while she was using the program.  Why does it seem that people are more able to trust in 
computers than humans?  Do you have any other explanations for this phenomenon? 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q9. 
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Q10. We talked about analyzing user study data with mean, median, and mode.  What do these 
different measures together indicate that might give more insight than only using one of them?  
Should these statistics be given higher priority over other methods of gaining insight? 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q10. 
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Q11. We have talked about the "Long Tail". Do you think that this idea is still viable, against the 
big blockbusters at the head of the curve?  Do our search engines have anything to contribute to 
our perception of the "Long Tail" and the "Fat Head" of the curve? 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q11. 
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Q12.  Should we worry about the privacy of our data without also worrying about the privacy of 
our metadata? Do you have any advice for individuals in this context? 
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OVERFLOW SPACE FOR Q12. 


